
The Twelve Commandments of Jail Ministry 
  

1. Thou shall uphold security as thy number one priority when 
thou art in the institution. 

 
2. Thou shall not bring anything into the institution nor  shall ye 

take anything out of the institution for the inmates. 
 
3. Thou shall always get approval from the chaplain before giving 

inmates any religious materials. 
 
4. Thou shall always dress moderately and professionally.  
 
5. Thou shall have no physical contact with the inmates other than 

a handshake. 
 
6. Thou shall not make any promises that thou can not keep. 
 
7. Thou shall not take sides with inmates against  the authority 

over them. 
 
8. Thou shall always go through the established channels. 
 
9. Thou shall treat all people inside the institution with respect. 
 
10. Thou shall not let the inmates run the service. 
 
11. Thou shall always begin and end thy service on time. 
 
12. Thou shall always turn in thy report before thou leaveth thy 

institution.  
 
This is to certify that ___________________________ 
 
Attended Security Training on ___________________ 
 
 
_________      _______________________ 
   Recorder       Instructor/Chaplain  


